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This volume contains reviews presented a t  a Chemical Society Symposium a t  the  
University of Surrey i n  Ju ly  1979. 
and appl ica t ion  of compounds labe l led  with s t ab le  and radioactive isotopes. 
s i d e  by s ide  treatment of s t ab le  and radioisotopes i s  somewhat unusual bu t  
emphasises the  complementary nature of the  two technologies. 
such an extensive f i e l d  i n  a moderate s i z e  volume cannot hope t o  be comprehensive 
and indeed no such treatment has been attemped. Topics have been chosen t o  give 
overviews of t h e  cur ren t  s t a t u s  i n  se lec ted  areas of the  technology. 
a f a i r  balance has been achieved between synthe t ic  aspects;  analysis (2 chapters 
on NMR and 1 on Mass Spectrometry) and appl ica t ions  covering both the  chemical and 
l i fe  sciences. 

Ten chapters cover the  preparation, analysis 
This 

The coveraae of 

Nevertheless 

There i s  some va r i a t ion  i n  t h e  depth of coverage. For example, the  review on 
13C NMR spectroscopy i n  medicinal chemistry would serve a s  an introductory survey 
whi l s t  the  chapter on *H and 3H NMR gives a s t a t e  of the  a r t  r epor t  with much 
experimental de t a i l .  

A l l  t he  chapters include a very useful l i s t  of references c i t i n g  both recent 
l i t e r a t u r e  (1979) and o ther  reviews of importance which should qive the  reader 
an easy access t o  the  l i t e r a t u r e  of each topic. 

The table of contents may be f rus t r a t ing  i n  a reference volume of t h i s  type. 
Although each review contains extensive subheadings the  e n t i r e  chapter (40-50 pages 
has to be scanned t o  loca t e  a pa r t i cu la r  topic,  s ince  only the  page numbers of 
chapter headings a r e  given, 

Overall,  t h i s  moderately priced co l lec t ion  of reviews should prove useful t o  
anyone with an i n t e r e s t  i n  isotope technology and espec ia l ly  t o  those new t o  the  
f i e l d .  
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